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§ 68. Payments from Senate contingent fund 

No payment shall be made from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate unless sanctioned by the 
Committee on Rules and Administration of the 
Senate. Payments made upon vouchers or ab-
stracts of disbursements of salaries approved by 
said Committee shall be deemed, held, and 
taken, and are declared to be conclusive upon all 
the departments and officers of the Government: 
Provided, That no payment shall be made from 
said contingent fund as additional salary or 
compensation to any officer or employee of the 
Senate. 

(Oct. 2, 1888, ch. 1069, 25 Stat. 546; Aug. 2, 1946, 
ch. 753, § 102, 60 Stat. 814; Pub. L. 93–554, title I, 
Dec. 27, 1974, 88 Stat. 1776; Pub. L. 104–186, title 
I, § 105(c), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1722.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on provisions of last par. on 25 Stat. 

546, act of Oct. 2, 1888, ch. 1069, relating to payments 

from contingent fund of Senate. Provisions of that par. 

relating to payments from contingent fund of House of 

Representatives were classified to section 95 of this 

title prior to being struck out by Pub. L. 104–186. 

AMENDMENTS 

1974—Pub. L. 93–554 inserted provision relating to ap-

plicability to payments made upon abstracts of dis-

bursements of salaries. 

1946—Act Aug. 2, 1946, substituted ‘‘Committee on 

Rules and Administration’’ for ‘‘Committee to Audit 

and Control Contingent Expenses’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Title I of Pub. L. 93–554 provided that the amendment 

made by Pub. L. 93–554 is effective Jan. 1, 1975. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1946 AMENDMENT 

Section 142 of act Aug. 2, 1946, provided that the 

amendment made by that act is effective Jan. 2, 1947. 

§ 68–1. Committee on Rules and Administration; 
designation of employees to approve vouch-
ers for payments from Senate contingent 
fund 

The Committee on Rules and Administration 
may authorize its chairman to designate any 
employee or employees of such Committee to 
approve in his behalf, all vouchers making pay-
ments from the contingent fund of the Senate, 
such approval to be deemed and held to be ap-
proval by the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration for all intents and purposes. 

(Pub. L. 93–145, Nov. 1, 1973, 87 Stat. 529; Pub. L. 
97–51, § 126, Oct. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 965; Pub. L. 
98–473, title I, § 123A(c), Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 
1970.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–473 substituted ‘‘any employee or em-

ployees of such Committee’’ for ‘‘the committee Audi-

tor and the committee Assistant Auditor’’. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–51 substituted ‘‘the committee Audi-

tor and the committee Assistant Auditor’’ for ‘‘one 

committee employee’’. 

§ 68–2. Appropriations for contingent expenses of 
Senate; restrictions 

Appropriations made for contingent expenses 
of the Senate shall not be used for the payment 

of personal services except upon the express and 
specific authorization of the Senate in whose be-
half such services are rendered. Nor shall such 
appropriations be used for any expenses not inti-
mately and directly connected with the routine 
legislative business of the Senate, and the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office shall apply the 
provisions of this section in the settlement of 
the accounts of expenditures from said appro-
priations incurred for services or materials. 

(Feb. 14, 1902, ch. 17, 32 Stat. 26; June 10, 1921, ch. 
18, title III, § 304, 42 Stat. 24; Pub. L. 104–186, title 
II, § 204(45), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1737; Pub. L. 
108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 814.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on provisions of proviso on 32 Stat. 

26, act of Feb. 14, 1902, ch. 17, the Urgent Deficiency Ap-

propriation Act for the fiscal year 1902, as those provi-

sions relate to appropriations for contingent expenses 

of Senate. Provisions of that proviso relating to appro-

priations for expenses of House of Representatives are 

classified to section 95a of this title. 

Section was formerly classified to section 671 of Title 

31 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 

31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 13, 

1982, 96 Stat. 877. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 amended provisions relating to 

appropriations for expenses of House. See Codification 

note above. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Government Accountability Office’’ substituted in 

text for ‘‘General Accounting Office’’ pursuant to sec-

tion 8 of Pub. L. 108–271, set out as a note under section 

702 of Title 31, Money and Finance, which redesignated 

the General Accounting Office and any references 

thereto as the Government Accountability Office. Pre-

viously, ‘‘General Accounting Office’’ substituted in 

text for ‘‘accounting officers of the Treasury’’ pursuant 

to act June 10, 1921, which transferred powers and du-

ties of Comptroller, six auditors, and certain other em-

ployees of the Treasury to General Accounting Office. 

See section 701 et seq. of Title 31. 

§ 68–3. Separate accounts for ‘‘Secretary of the 
Senate’’ and for ‘‘Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate’’; establishment within 
Senate contingent fund; inclusion of funds in 
existing accounts 

(a) Effective October 1, 1983— 
(1) there shall be, within the contingent fund 

of the Senate, a separate account for the ‘‘Sec-
retary of the Senate’’, and a separate account 
for the ‘‘Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of 
the Senate’’; 

(2) the account for ‘‘Automobiles and Main-
tenance’’, within the contingent fund of the 
Senate, is abolished, and funds for the pur-
chase, lease, exchange, maintenance, and oper-
ation of vehicles for the Senate shall be in-
cluded in the separate account, established by 
paragraph (1), for the ‘‘Sergeant at Arms and 
Doorkeeper of the Senate’’; and 

(3) the account for ‘‘Postage Stamps’’, with-
in the contingent fund of the Senate, is abol-
ished; and funds for special delivery postage of 
the Office of the Secretary of the Senate shall 
be included in the separate account, estab-
lished by paragraph (1), for the ‘‘Secretary of 
the Senate’’; funds for special delivery postage 
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